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Anne Frank represents for me all that is good about our field of Southeast Asian American Studies. She not only offers us a plethora of research information through the Southeast Asian  Archive, she also has a direct lifeline to our work and manages to connect us from far away places. I am most of all grateful for her generosity and encouraging nature throughout my academic career.
Whatever you can imagine to  exist in terms of research material, she has it or knows exactly where to get it for you. Who knew in 1996 that I could find reports on Israeli overseas Vietnamese experiences?! She had several of these rare writings filed away, right next to stories of Vietnamese in places like Germany and Russia. Her diligence in gathering data, even the most obscure ones, motivated me to save all my original documents on Amerasians. I eventually donated my collection of Amerasian research materials from 1980s-2000 to the Southeast Asian Archive for future scholars to move this research forward.  
Anne’s diligence in finding information extends beyond texts. For instance, it has always intrigued me how she managed to learn of our research, sometimes even before we are aware of it, such as making interdisciplinary connections for us through casual correspondences. From our interactions at conferences or through phone conversations, I knew with confidence that if someone was even thinking about a research project, she was, as the kids say, “all over it.” This kind of vigilance contributed to the creation of a resource-rich Archive. 
Her gift of learning about our research extended to her ability to connect us as scholars. Knowing the kinds of writings that complimented each other, she often suggested collaborative work and pin pointed interesting connections  that would go unnoticed by isolated scholars. Under her leadership, the Southeast Asian Studies Archive grew to represent a center for scholars to come for research and networking, where they could assist fellow scholars and, where scholars could learn from each other.  
Anne Frank’s contributions over the years have been tremendous. She has established a wonderful synergy of mutual gathering and giving back of our academic works. For instance, Anne was able to send me extremely valuable research on my ao dai exhibit. So, I immediately thought to mail her the finished products when the exhibit finally showed. Anne offers this idea that giving begets good scholarship and that philosophy is what I most value about Anne. Her legacy is alive and well in the students she mentored and scholars she witnessed grow. She is everything good about academia and in particular Southeast Asian/Asian American Studies. 
Thank you, Anne.
